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Lameness Prevalence Score
· Observe the mobility of all the Beef cattle in your herd
· Record the number of Lame (score 2) and Severely Lame (score 3) animals
AHDB Mobility scores:
	Score 0: Good mobility
	Walks with even weight-bearing and rhythm on all four feet, with a ﬂat back. Long, ﬂuid
strides possible

	Score 1: Mildly Lame
	Steps uneven (rhythm or weight bearing) or strides shortened; affected limb/s not
identiﬁable; The back may show minimal arching while walking

	Score 2: Lame
	Uneven weight-bearing on a limb that is immediately identiﬁable and/or obviously shortened
strides (possibly with an arch to the centre of the back). Uneven dew claw descent, one leg swinging faster, uneven rhythm of footfall, stride length, tracking up, head nod and lowered head are all used to identify affected limbs

	Score 3: Severely Lame
	These cows have an identiﬁable uneven weight-bearing, as for score 2, and their normal
walking speed is affected (slower). Unable to walk as fast as the most mobile cow in the herd due to lameness. Identifying a painful limb may become difficult if and when multiple limbs
are involved. An arched back may be noted while standing and walking.



Record: Lame (score 2 and 3) Prevalence % = (Total Lame (score 2 and 3) x 100) / Total in herd

	Total in group
	Score 0/1
Acceptable mobility
	Score 2
Lame
	Score 3
Severely Lame

	50
	Tally cows:
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	Record ID
253, 444, 111
	Record ID
125. 233

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




	Group type
	Total in group
	Total Lame
(Score 2)
	Total Severely Lame (Score 3)
	Total lame
(Score 2 & 3)
	% Lame (prevalence)

	Suckler
herd
	50
	3
	2
	5
	10%
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