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SAF 2026 Briefing SFS & BPS 
 
The details below provide an initial guide for some of the key components of the SAF in 2026.  With 
both the SFS and the BPS Scheme operational this year, commentary on the subject areas is split.   
 
The left-hand column (in blue) refers to the new SFS scheme and the detail on the right-hand column 
(in red) will refer to the BPS. 
 
Where actions for the headline entry are identical for both SFS and BPS, the columns will be merged 
and highlighted in green.   
  
Entry SFS BPS 
1. Accessing RPW Online 
 RPW Online Homepage You can access your RPW online Account by using the 

Government Gateway or GOV.UK One Login You may need to follow the Login and 
Registration instructions if you have not logged in for some time. If you are not an 
existing RPW Online customer you can register by following the RPW Online: how to 
register instructions. If you are encountering problems or are unable to access your 
online account, please contact the Customer Contact Centre on 0300 062 5004. 

2. Guidance Booklets for the Schemes-+ 
 SFS Guidance Booklet – Universal Layer 

 
SFS Universal Layer Guidance Addendum 
 
SFS Rules Booklet for Claiming Woodland 
and Organic Schemes 
 
SFS How to Complete Guide (incl. 
Universal Layer, Woodland and 
Organics) 
 
 

BPS Guidance Booklet 
 
BPS How to Complete Guide 

3. Schemes that can be claimed on the SAF 2026 
 Ensure that all schemes that a member 

wishes to claim for are ticked. 
 
The SFS SAF form will allow claims for the 
following where applicable: 
Universal Layer 

• Universal Payment 
• Social Payment 
• Habitat Payment 
• Woodland Payment 
• One-off Stability Payment  

Optional Layer  
• Organic Farming - Support (OFS)  

Ensure that all schemes that a member 
wishes to claim for are ticked. 
 
The BPS SAF form will allow claims for 
the following where applicable: 
Basic Payment Scheme  

• BPS 
• Redistributive Payment 
• Young Farmer Payment 

Other Schemes 
• Organic Support (OS) 
• Organic Conversion Scheme 

(OCS)  

Circulation:   Date: 28/02/2026 

  Ref: SAF 2026 

  Contact:  

  Tel:  

https://www.gov.wales/login-rural-payments-wales-rpw-online
https://www.gov.wales/rpw-online-guidance-customers#Loginandregistration
https://www.gov.wales/rpw-online-guidance-customers#Loginandregistration
https://beta.gov.wales/rpw-online-how-register
https://beta.gov.wales/rpw-online-how-register
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2025-12/sustainable-farming-scheme-2026-universal-layer-rules-booklet.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2026-02/sustainable-farming-scheme-universal-layer-guidance-2026-addendum.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2026-02/single-application-form-saf-2026-rules-booklet-for-woodland-and-organic-schemes-when-claiming-sustainable-farming-scheme.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2026-02/single-application-form-saf-2026-rules-booklet-for-woodland-and-organic-schemes-when-claiming-sustainable-farming-scheme.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2026-02/single-application-form-saf-2026-using-rpw-online-to-apply-for-your-sustainable-farming-scheme-universal-layer-woodland-and-organic-schemes.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2026-02/single-application-form-saf-2026-using-rpw-online-to-apply-for-your-sustainable-farming-scheme-universal-layer-woodland-and-organic-schemes.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2026-02/single-application-form-saf-2026-using-rpw-online-to-apply-for-your-sustainable-farming-scheme-universal-layer-woodland-and-organic-schemes.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2026-02/single-application-form-saf-2026-rules-booklet-woodland-and-organic-schemes-when-claiming-1.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2026-02/single-application-form-saf-2026-using-rpw-online-apply-basic-payment-scheme-woodland-and-organic-1.pdf
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• Organic Conversion Scheme 
(OCS)  

Woodland Schemes  
• Woodland Creation Maintenance 

(WCM)  
• Woodland Creation Premium 

(WCP)  
• Glastir Woodland Creation 

Premium (GWCP)  
• Glastir Woodland Creation 

Maintenance (GCM)  
• Glastir Woodland Creation 

Premium (GCP) 

• Woodland Creation Maintenance 
(WCM) 

• Woodland Creation Premium 
(WCP) 

Rural Development (RD)Woodland 
Creation Schemes 

• Glastir Woodland Creation 
Premium (GWCP) 

• Glastir Woodland Creation 
Maintenance (GCM) 

• Glastir Woodland Creation 
Premium (GCP) 

4. Habitat Payments for Common Land 
 The Welsh Government has agreed to extensions for the Habitat Wales Scheme 

Commons contracts for 2026, targeting land that previously held Glastir Commons and 
subsequently 2024/2025 Habitat Wales contracts.  
 
Eligible grazing associations should have received and accepted contract extension 
offers via their RPW Online account ahead of the SAF period. 
 
Claims must be made for the Funding on the Commons Claim Form by the 15 May 
2026. Claims received after this date will be subject to a late submission penalty. No 
claims will be accepted after 10 June 2026. 

5. One Login 
 Some RPW Online account holders will have transitioned from Government Gateway 

to One Login. For the SAF period RPW are continuing to offer access via One Login or 
Government Gateway. It is expected that Government Gateway will cease to be 
available from the end of June 2026 and all users will need to transition to One Login. 
 
One Login will also be the access route to Farming Connect Services under the new 
programme, and farmers are encouraged to re-register with Farming Connect and set 
up their One Login access. 
 
For some Universal Actions (UA) such as benchmarking and CPD, limited information 
about the UAs can pass from one organisation to the other, minimising the need to 
report on the UAs achieved during the scheme year. 
 
To aid with transitioning to One Login, Farming Connect are offering ICT training 
sessions for farmers to upskill. 
 
Farmers will need to have access to an individual e-mail account and mobile phone to 
utilise One Login.   

6. Digital Assistance Appointments (RPW) 
 The Customer Contact Centre (0300 062 5004) can also make a ‘Digital Assistance’ 

appointment, if necessary, for applicants to attend a Regional Office where a member 
of staff can guide them through the process. 
 

7. SAF 2026 Deadline 
 The Welsh Government must receive your completed SAF no later than midnight on 

Friday, 15 May 2026. Applications received from 16 May 2026 up to and including 9 
June 2026 will incur financial penalties. Applications and claims received after 9 June 
2026 cannot be accepted. 

8. Transfer of Entitlements 

https://www.gov.wales/rpw-online-migrating-government-gateway-govuk-one-login-html
https://businesswales.gov.wales/farmingconnect/business/it-support
https://businesswales.gov.wales/farmingconnect/business/it-support
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 There is no Entitlement provision within the 
SFS.   

BPS entitlements can continue to be 
transferred or leased provided the 
number of entitlements transferred or 
leased occurs with the equivalent (or 
more) area of eligible BPS land.   
 
Transfer or lease of BPS entitlements 
without land will no longer be permitted.  
Where entitlements are leased the end 
date for both the entitlements and the 
accompanying land must match.  
 
If the lease of land ends early, the 
entitlements will return to the lessor.   
 
Where the lessor is claiming SFS, those 
entitlements will automatically be 
surrendered.  
 
Transfer and lease of BPS entitlements 
with land can continue for the duration of 
the transition period, whilst BPS is 
available up to the 2028 scheme year.   
 
Closure of Transfer & Lease of BPS 
Entitlements for the scheme year will be 
15th May 2026. 

9. Entitlements - National Reserve New Entrants into Farming and Young Farmer 
 There is no Entitlement provision within the 

SFS.   
From 1 January 2026, the National 
Reserve is closed to ensure no increase 
in the land area payable under BPS 
during the transition period.   
 
New entrants to farming and Young 
Farmers, who are not receiving BPS 
entitlements via the transfer or lease of 
entitlements with land, will not be able to 
submit a claim for BPS.  These farmers 
must participate in SFS to access future 
farm support. 

10. Clawback and Surrender of Entitlements 
 There is no Entitlement provision within the 

SFS.   
From the 1 January 2026 the 2-year 
usage rule will end for BPS entitlements 
and the clawback of BPS entitlements 
process will stop. 
 
From 1 January 2026, once a farm 
business claims SFS, they will no longer 
have the option of claiming BPS.  Any 
BPS entitlements held by the farm 
business will be ‘surrendered’ i.e. no 
longer available to activate via a BPS 
claim or for trading on the open market.  
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Where the lessor has for example leased 
out entitlements until 2027, and the lessor 
enters SFS, we will honour the lease with 
the recipient until the end of the rental 
period.   
 
The entitlements will revert to the lessor 
at the end of the rental period or if the 
recipient enters SFS, whichever is the 
earliest.   

11. Supporting Evidence Deadlines 
 Deadline for submission of Organic 

Farming - Support supporting documents 
is 31st December 2026.  
 
Deadline for submission of Organic 
Conversion Scheme supporting 
documents is 31st December 2026. 
 
Universal Actions (UAs) – these will have 
a deadline for completion of the 31st 
December 2026. (Note that some of the 
activity around the UAs will need to have 
been completed earlier in the year.) 
 
Reporting on the completion of UAs on 
the UA Dashboard must be done by the 
15th January 2027 
 
Deadline for submission of evidence to 
support 550 hours is the 15th May 2026 
(This does not relate to all applicants - 
only required in cases where the applicant 
does not have at least 3 hectares of 
eligible agricultural land in Wales [including 
common land apportionment] registered 
with RPW.) 
 
Evidence to support the removal or 
amendments to habitat areas on the 
HBR constraints layer for UA5: Habitat 
Maintenance is the 31st of December 
2026. 
 

Deadline for submission of BPS 
Supporting Documents.   31st 
December 2026. 
 
Deadline for submission of Organic 
Support Supporting Documents. 31st 
December 2026. 
   
Deadline for submission of Organic 
Conversion Scheme Supporting 
Documents. 31st December 2026. 
 
Hemp – Seed Labels All supporting 
documentary evidence must be submitted 
by 15 May 2026 at the very latest.   

12. Hemp Seed Labels 
 No specific guidance in SFS guidance – 

hemp crop code is listed in the document. 
If growing hemp you must use certified 
seed of an eligible variety.  The seed 
labels, confirming the variety, must be 
supplied with your SAF to the Welsh 
Government.   
 
All supporting documentary evidence 
must be submitted by 15 May 2026 at the 
very latest.  Any documentary evidence 
submitted after 15 May 2026 and by 9 
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June will attract a late claim penalty.  Any 
documentary evidence submitted after 9 
June will not be considered.   

13. Eligibility 
 To be eligible to apply and claim for the 

SFS – Universal Layer you will need to 
demonstrate the following criteria: 
   

• have at least 3 hectares of eligible 
agricultural land in Wales (including 
common land apportionment) 
registered with RPW, or   

• be able to demonstrate you 
undertake over 550 standard labour 
hours on agricultural or ancillary 
activities in the scheme year and 
have a minimum of 0.10 hectares 
of eligible agricultural land. The 
eligible land must be within 
individual parcels of at least 0.1ha 
in size.   

• have management control of the 
land for at least 10 months of the 
calendar year, which must include 
15 May 2026. 

• undertake agricultural or ancillary 
activities during the scheme year. 
[As defined in the Agriculture 
(Wales) Act.] 

To be eligible to receive a BPS payment 
you must:  

• have at least 5 hectares of eligible 
agricultural land in Wales under 
your management control on the 
15 May 2026,   

• if you have less than 5 hectares of 
eligible agricultural land in Wales 
but are a Cross Border farmer 
who relied on land outside Wales 
to meet the minimum 5 hectare 
claim size rule in 2020, you will 
remain eligible for 2026.  

• own or lease in at least 5 BPS 
Entitlements. 

14. Prepopulated Sections and Tick boxes 
 RPW have highlighted that there may be 

some fields that are pre-ticked on the SFS 
SAF. 
 
However, they are highlighting that the 
claimant needs to ensure that they check 
all fields in this inception year. 

Although the BPS SAF has more 
continuity in respect of what may have 
been claimed in the past and may be pre-
ticked. 
 
Claimants should ensure that all relevant 
tick boxes on the form that are relevant to 
their business should be ticked.  

15. Land Declaration 
 The SFS – Universal Layer is a ‘Whole 

Farm’ scheme. You must declare all 
available Welsh agricultural land on the 
SAF, where you have management control 
for 10 months of the calendar year, 
including all landscape features, man-
made features and any other features not 
eligible for payment.    
 
You will have management control if you 
are:   

• the owner occupier of the land  
• a tenant who has ‘exclusive 

occupation’ under either the 
Agricultural Tenancies Act 1995 

You must declare on the SAF all the 
agricultural land that is under your 
management control on the 15 May 2026 
and include all land that is in an Other 
Scheme or a RD Woodland Creation 
Scheme.  
 
You should not include land you own but 
have rented out, as this is not under your 
management control and should only be 
declared by the farmer renting it in. 
 
Land is ‘under your management control’ 
only if:   

• you are the owner occupier   
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with a Farm Business Tenancy, or 
a full Agricultural Holdings Act 1986 
tenancy a tenant with an unwritten 
tenancy arrangement with the 
same level of control as the above.    

• you have allowed a licensee on to 
your land under a license 
arrangement that is specifically for 
grazing, cropping or taking 
hay/silage over a specified and 
limited period of time within the 
year, but you have retained 
Management Control of the land 

• you are a tenant who has 
‘exclusive occupation’ under 
either the Agricultural Tenancies 
Act 1995 with a Farm Business 
Tenancy, or a full Agricultural 
Holdings Act 1986 tenancy   

• you are a tenant with an unwritten 
tenancy with the same level of 
control as the above   

• you have allowed a licensee on to 
your land under a license 
arrangement that is specifically for 
grazing, cropping or taking 
hay/silage over a specified and 
limited period of time within the 
year, but you have retained 
Management Control of the land.   

16. Common Land 
 You can use common land grazing rights 

to form part of your Universal Payment, 
provided you:  

• have the legal right to use that 
common land for grazing stock.  

• have the ability to turn out the 
relevant stock on the common for 
which you have registered grazing 
rights.  

• keep a stocking diary of stock 
turned onto the common.   

• follow the SFS Regulatory Baseline 
requirements on the common.  

• have due regard for relevant 
management which is in place on 
the common.  

 
Where you have common land grazing 
rights, and meet the requirements above, 
Welsh Government will:  

• apportion and allocate an area of 
the common land to you.  

• include the apportioned common 
land area within the Universal 
Payment detailed below.   

 
You will be asked to declare your livestock 
animal numbers on the SAF.  If you do not 
keep at least one livestock type for the 
common land grazing rights you hold, you 
will not be allocated any common land 
area for the SFS - Universal Layer. 

You can use common land grazing rights 
to establish and support your claim for 
payment on BPS Entitlements if you have 
a legal right to use that land for grazing 
stock.   
 
You must be an Active Farmer, undertake 
an agricultural activity and meet the other 
BPS eligibility requirements to use 
common land to apply for BPS.   
 

17. Active Farmer 
 If you have less than 3 hectares of eligible 

agricultural land (including common land 
apportionment) registered with RPW, you 

If you do not declare livestock and you do 
not declare arable crops or permanent 
crops on your SAF you must submit 
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must submit evidence to demonstrate over 
550 standard labour hours in agricultural or 
ancillary activities carried out in the 
calendar year 1 January – 31 December 
2025. The evidence must be submitted 
with your application.  
 
Acceptable documentary evidence are:  

• An accredited accountant’s letter to 
confirm the business has 
completed more than 550 hours in 
the 2025 calendar year. Or  

• Supporting evidence other than a 
letter from an accountant will only 
be accepted as evidence if it 
provides an equivalent level of 
assurance. This means that it 
should be verified by an 
independent, accredited source, 
such as a solicitor, with sufficient 
understanding of the business to 
confirm the claim of 550 hours work 
being undertaken.  

supporting documentation (e.g. animal 
movement records, invoices for hedge 
cutting, hedge laying or maintenance, or 
silage contracts) by 31 December 2026 to 
prove you meet the requirements above 
and are carrying out an agricultural 
activity in 2026. 

18. Livestock 
 For SFS the wording around livestock 

numbers is different to the BPS. 
 
The question asks if there will be livestock 
on the land owned by applicant or kept by 
applicant as the registered keeper. 
 
A secondary question asks for the 
livestock numbers on farm on the day of 
the application, within a range – not the 
actual numbers. 
 
If there are no livestock on the farm on the 
day of application– there are options to 
confirm if there have been or if there will be 
in the future, within the 2026 calendar 
year. 

Declare all livestock (irrespective of 
ownership) that’s on the farm on the day 
of submitting the application. 

19. Cross Compliance and Regulatory Baseline 
 The SFS Regulatory Baseline is a set of 

legal requirements that underpin the SFS – 
Universal Layer.  
 
These requirements are based on existing 
domestic legislation that apply to all 
farmers in Wales.  The majority of these 
requirements were included in Cross 
Compliance which you should already be 
familiar with. 
 
There are two elements of the SFS 
Regulatory Baseline:   

There have been changes to the Cross 
Compliance Factsheets and Verifiable 
Standards for 2026. 
   
 

https://www.gov.wales/sustainable-farming-scheme-regulatory-baseline-2026
https://www.gov.wales/cross-compliance-2026
https://www.gov.wales/cross-compliance-2026
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• Statutory Management 
Requirements (SMRs) 

• Standards for keeping the land in 
‘Good Agricultural and 
Environmental Condition’ (GAECs) 

20. Universal Code 
 The Universal Code is a set of non-

regulatory requirements which all 
claimants participating in the SFS - 
Universal Layer must follow.   
 
You will be expected to meet the 
requirements of the Universal Code for the 
full 12 months of the scheme year. 
    
The Universal Code (page 23) is made up 
of four parts:   
1. Soil protection   
2. Biodiversity and habitats, including 10% 
habitat on your farm  
3. Trees   
4. Landscape features   

The Universal Code doesn’t apply to the 
BPS 

21. Habitat Baseline Review (HBR) 
 The Habitat Baseline Review needs to be 

completed within the SFS SAF form.  It 
appears at the bottom of the individual 
parcel details in each Field Parcel that is 
listed in the Field Data List. 
 
This is where the claimant will confirm the 
habitat and trees present on the farm. 
 
Where Data Confirmation (DC) 2025 has 
been undertaken, it should be a case of 
checking that everything remains the 
same.   
 
If DC 2025 hasn’t been carried out, there 
will need to be an assessment of the 
habitat and tree cover on the farm before 
submission of the SFS SAF. 
 

• This is the final opportunity to 
confirm, add, remove or amend the 
following mapped areas for the 
SFS Universal Layer:  Existing 
habitat as defined under UA5: 
Habitat Maintenance: All semi 
natural habitat must be confirmed 
as one of the 12 broad habitat 
classifications.   

• Areas of land being used to create 
Temporary Habitat in accordance 
with UA6 Temporary Habitat, if 
required.   

There is no requirement to carry out a 
HBR on the BPS SAF. 

https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2025-12/sustainable-farming-scheme-2026-universal-layer-rules-booklet.pdf
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• Tree canopy: You will need to 
confirm areas of woodland trees 
canopies on your holding, including 
established broadleaf woodland of 
0.1ha or greater which will count 
towards UA9: Woodland 
maintenance. 

 
If the habitat is present on a HBR 
constraint layer you must provide 
supporting documentation if you wish to 
amend or delete the existing habitat.   
 
As part of the SAF RPW will present a 
farm level summary showing the total 
areas declared for Permanent Semi 
Natural Habitat, established broadleaf 
woodland of 0.1ha or greater, hedge 
lengths declared to meet the 10% habitat 
requirement and Temporary habitat and 
how they contribute to the 10% Habitat 
requirement. 
 

22. Habitat Classifications and Management Requirements 
 There are 12 categories (page 63) of 

identifiable habitat in the SFS.  
 
1. Coastal saltmarsh  
2. Coastal sand dune and shingle beach:                
a) sand dune  
b) sand dune and shingle beach  
3. Lowland and coastal heath  
4. Enclosed wetland and marshy 
grassland:  
a) enclosed wetland: lowland bogs, fens 
and flush / mire  
b) marshy grassland  
5. Enclosed semi-natural dry grassland:  
a) managed as grazed pasture  
b) managed as hay meadow  
6. Upland open habitats  
7. Traditional orchards  
8. Dense bracken  
9. Scrub  
10. Wood pasture  
11. Permanent wildlife ponds  
12. Newly created habitat areas on 
improved land:  
a) new streamside corridors  
b) newly restored peat  
c) no input grassland from previous 
schemes  
d) any other improved or previously 
afforested land which is under habitat 
creation management 

There is no requirement to identify habitat 
under the BPS SAF. 

https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2025-12/sustainable-farming-scheme-2026-universal-layer-rules-booklet.pdf
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There are specific management 
requirements for each one which can be 
found in Annex 2 (page 153) of the SFS 
2026: Universal Layer Guidance. 

23. Young Farmer Payment 
 There is no specific Young Farmer 

Payment within SFS. 
Young Farmer Payment From 1 January 
2026, the BPS Young Farmer payment is 
closed to new claimants for 2026 and 
beyond.  
 
Those who have successfully claimed in 
previous years, including 2025, are able 
to claim the BPS Young Farmer payment 
for a maximum of 5 years from the year 
the business first claimed, until BPS 
ceases to be available, or their first claim 
for SFS, whichever is earlier. 

24. Capping 
 Capping will be applied to the Universal 

Payment (total of Universal Baseline 
Payment and Social Value Payment) as 
follows: 
 
Up to £25,000 = 0%   
More than £25,000 up to £50,000  = 5%  
More than £50,000 up to £150,000 = 10% 
More than £150,000 up to £200,000 = 15%  
More than £200,000 up to £250,000 = 30% 
More than £250,000 up to £300,000 = 55% 
More than £300,000 = 100% 

Capping will be applied to BPS payments 
in Wales and excludes Young Farmer 
payments.  
Capping rate applied as follows: 
 
0% up to £90,000  
15% applied £90,000 to £120,000 
30% to £120,000 to £150,000 
55% to £150,000 to £180,000 and  
100% over £180,000.  
 

25. Payment Rates 
 Payment rates in the SFS are as follows: 

 
Whole Farm Payment: £70 for the first 70 
hectares, then £2 per hectare for all 
remaining eligible land  
 
Habitat Maintenance Payment: £69 per 
hectare  
 
Woodland Maintenance Payment: £62 
per hectare  
 
Social Value Payment: £107 per hectare 
 
A one-off Stability Payment of £1,000 will 
be payable to eligible SFS Universal 
claimants where the total Whole Farm 
Area is less than or equal to 100 hectares. 
This includes any apportioned area of 
common land claimed or land used in 
common/shared grazing.  The Stability 
Payment is not subject to the capping rules 
as set out above but will be subject to 

As part of BPS’ transition to SFS, From 1 
January 2026, BPS will taper to the 
following percentages each year:   

• 2026 = 60% 
• 2027 = 40% 
• 2028 = 20%  
• 2029 = no BPS payable  

 
The Redistributive Payment Scheme and 
Young Farmer Payment would also be 
reduced to the same rate. 

https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2025-12/sustainable-farming-scheme-2026-universal-layer-rules-booklet.pdf
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reductions and penalties should sanctions 
apply.   

26. Manage My Land 
 SFS works on a dynamic mapping system. 

 
Ensure that all Manage My Land 
submissions are submitted ahead of 
completing field parcel data in the SAF.  
 
Any changes made to SAF field parcel 
data that is subsequently changed on a 
Manage My Land (MML) submission will 
be lost.  
 
Always do MML first, submit the MML 
form then work on the field parcel in the 
SAF form. The mapping should refresh 
with the new data once the SAF map for 
the field parcel is exited, and then returned 
to. 
 
You should inform RPW of changes to land 
parcels and any land transfers within 30 
days of the change(s) taking place.  
 
Where the 30-day deadline is not met, you 
must notify us of changes to your land at 
the earliest possible opportunity.  
 
You should complete ‘Manage My Land’, 
on your RPW Online account to;   
Register land parcels.  
Add, delete or change non-eligible 
features.   
Notify us of land transfers (i.e. purchases, 
sales, rentals, business mergers/splits)  • 
Change rental end dates.  
Notify us of boundary changes (merges, 
splits, moving boundaries).  Please refer to 
the ‘RPW Online: using manage my land’ 
guidance available on the Welsh 
Government website for further details. 

BPS remains on the old MML system, 
where MML requests are submitted but 
the SAF map will not update until RPW 
staff do a manual update later in the year.   
 
There will be provision for sketch maps in 
the BPS SAF. 
 
You must inform the Welsh Government 
of changes to land parcels and any land 
transfers within 30 days of the change(s) 
taking place. Please complete a ‘Manage 
My Land’ submission, using your RPW 
Online account, to notify us of any 
changes to ownership or tenures of land. 
‘Manage My Land’ must also be used to 
register new land, notify us of changes to 
permanent features and inform us of field 
boundary changes. 
 
Please refer to the ‘RPW Online: using 
manage my land’ guidance available on 
the Welsh Government website for further 
details. 

27. Late Applications 
 You must apply and claim the SFS - 

Universal Layer on the SAF before the 
closing date of 15 May 2026.   
 
The SAF can be accepted up to 25 
calendar days after the closing date. This 
is known as the SAF late claim period. If 
you submit your SAF after 15 May, the 
Universal Payment will be reduced by 1% 
per working day (Monday to Friday 
inclusive, excluding bank holidays) 

The SAF can be accepted up to 25 
calendar days after the closing date of 15 
May 2026 i.e. by midnight on the 9 June 
2026.   
 
The regulations require that SAF’s 
received by the Welsh Government more 
than 25 calendar days late (i.e. after 9 
June 2026) cannot be accepted.   
 
This rejection will apply to all schemes 
claimed on the SAF.  

https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2026-01/rpw-online-using-manage-my-land.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2026-01/rpw-online-using-manage-my-land.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2026-01/rpw-online-using-manage-my-land.pdf
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throughout the late claim period, up to and 
including 9 June 2026.   
 
A SAF cannot be submitted or accepted 
after the late claim period. 

28. Preliminary Checks 
 No provision in scheme guidance for 

preliminary checks. 
RPW will issue letters under ‘Preliminary 
Checks’ on RPW Online only, as soon as 
possible after 15 May 2026.   
 
If you receive a letter under ‘Preliminary 
Checks’ and you wish to change your 
SAF declaration for the fields shown in 
the letter you will have until 19 June 2026 
to respond.   
 
Please note any replies received by RPW 
after 19 June 2026 cannot be accepted 
and over-declared penalties may be 
applied. 

29. Field Data 
 Remember to open each field parcel and ensure claim boxes for all schemes are ticked 

as appropriate. 
 

30. New Crop Codes 
 The crop codes for the SFS SAF 2026 can 

be found in the Guidance Booklet (page 
200)  
 
 
 
 

New crop codes apportioned to the BPS 
SAF 2026 are listed below. 
 
You will need to consider these crop 
codes when completing your SAF 2026 
application and amend where necessary.  

• MA7 - Mazie under sown  
• ML1 - Mixed Leys (also referred to 

as multi-species or herbal leys)  
• UM1 - Unsprayed Spring Sown 

Cereal and Protein Crop Mix  
• WB1 - Wildlife Cover Crop 

  
31. Secondary Crop Codes 
 If a customer knows that a different crop will be planted in a field after the 15th May 

then the relevant crop code should be entered in the secondary crop column. If the 
crop in a field change during the calendar year, applicants should notify RPW of the 
change. 

32. Submission 
 When a SAF is submitted you will receive an instant online receipt which it is 

recommended you print or screenshot for your records – if you don’t receive this 
receipt, message RPW via the members online account or ring the Customer Contact 
Centre. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://nfunet-my.sharepoint.com/personal/ipritchard_nfu_org_uk/Documents/Head%20of%20Operations%20-%20IESTYN/SFS/SAF%20Guidance%20to%20Group%20Secretaries%20and%20CAs/SFS%20Guidance%20Booklet%20%E2%80%93%20Universal%20Layer

